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ACCOUNTABILITY IN NURSING
Prepared by: Swati C Kurane Report on Accountability in Nursing

Introduction

Accountability in nursing is a fundamental aspect of professional practice that ensures nurses are

responsible for their actions, decisions, and the quality of care they provide. It reflects a commitment to

uphold ethical standards, adhere to policies, and maintain trust with patients, colleagues, and the healthcare

system. 3

Meaning of Accountability

Accountability means being answerable for one’s professional conduct and outcomes. In nursing, it
involves taking ownership of one’s duties, maintaining competence, and providing care that meets
established standards. It extends to being transparent about errors and learning from them to improve
patient safety.

Importance of Accountability in Nursing

e Enhances Patient Safety: Ensures that nurses provide accurate, timely, and safe care.

e Builds Trust: Promotes confidence among patients, families, and the healthcare team.

e Professional Growth: Encourages continuous learning and adherence to ethical standards.

e Improves Teamwork: Fosters a culture of responsibility and collaboration among healthcare providers.

e Legal and Ethical Compliance: Prevents negligence and maintains professional integrity in line with o
nursing regulations and institutional policies. TR

Ways to Promote Accountability

e Maintaining accurate and complete documentation.

e Following evidence-based nursing practices.

e Participating in continuing education and skill development.

e Accepting constructive feedback and self-evaluating performance. |

e Reporting errors or near misses honestly and promptly. B
e Supporting a culture of transparency within the healthcare environment.

Conclusion
Accountability in nursing is not just about following rules—it is about embracing responsibility for every

action taken in the care of patients. A nurse who practices accountability strengthens professional integrity,

g profession.
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